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Bringing you the new
brand for the Brecon Beacons 
Our National Park
In the last edition we told you all about the new brand which has been developed for businesses to
promote their link to the Brecon Beacons as a destination.  In order to make this brand even easier for
you to use we have been developing a new website with everything you could need to use the brand
waiting for you to pop along and download.    

The site will soon be available through www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/destinationbrand - we expect it to
be available from September – it is in the final stages of development now and the images you see here
are from the the mock ups of how the finished site will look
When you get to the site  you will be asked to sign up to use the brand, this is so that we know who is
using it and what they are using it for and in time may help us and our partners to develop further
marketing materials for businesses.  It will also mean that if anyone is using it inappropriately we could
discuss this with them more easily.
Once in the site you will be presented with the opportunity to download logos and photos and to get
information on what colours and words to use.  The site will also have information on the target audiences
the Brecon Beacons destination is likely to appeal to.
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Destination Partnership
The Destination Partnership underlies everything which we do at a Brecon Beacons
level.  So far we have re-organised the main Partnership structure to streamline
decision making and are now working on the sub-group structure to ensure that
they are as efficient as possible and do not take any more of people’s time than is
necessary.

Key things that have happened since the last newsletter include:

•  Branding Project (see elsewhere)
•  Visitor Management Plan drafted (currently out for consultation)
•  Dark Skies Partnership established 
•  Y Pigwn Roman Fort, Trecastle interpretation project completed
•  Paddington to Brecon through ticket launched with supporting video
•  Rural Vibrancy Index developed
•  Destination Website launched
•  Green Tourism Businesses promoted
•  Rural Alliances Network formed

One of the main challenges for the Partnership will be the changes by Visit Wales to
their regional support structures.  The Regional Tourism Partnerships are closing at the
end of September and transfer their responsibilities to Regional Engagement Teams
directly part of Visit Wales.  We thank all those involved in the development of the
destination at a regional level for their unstinting support and look forward to working
with the new structures.

Skills Plotting
Who can help me with that? Ever asked that of yourself when doing a community project?  

Now there is a structured tool to help you and your group seek out those hidden skills
and experience.   

Ask one of the Rural Alliances Team for a printed copy or download from the Project’s
social media site http://ruralalliances.ning.com/page/skills-plotting-tool  

Best Event in Wales 2013

Abergavenny food festival were awarded
the title of Best Event in Wales 2013 at the
National tourism awards, beating off tough
opposition from throughout Wales.

It is an amazing event attended by over
30,000 people and showcases a variety of
producers, products and chefs. The Market
Hall is decorated by local arts organisation,
Arts Alive, last year the theme was
vegetables and visitors were greeted
by giant cauliflowers, onions and peas
hanging from the roof of the hall. Local
Chefs, Carl Cheetham from the Gliffaes
Country House Hotel and Steve Williams
from Buckland Hall, challenged each
other to see if a meat dish was really better
than a vegetarian dish, and will be laying
down a further challenge this year. 

Dates for the festival are 20th & 21st
September.

Promoting your Event in
the National Park

Are you organising an event in the
National Park? Would you like help to get
it promoted?  

Brecon Beacons Tourism (BBT) update the
events feed on the destination website
www.breconbeacons.org if you would
like your event promoted large or small
then please get in touch with us to see
how we can help.

info@breconbeaconstourism.co.uk

BBT are the voice for tourism in the Brecon
Beacons and we provide our members
with dedicated marketing & promotional
support.  We work closely with a PR
agency A Marr & Associates who
specialise in tourism and marketing who
can promote your event online and in the
press.

We provide a downloadable events
calendar which can be found on the BBT
Website www.breconbeaconstourism.org
which is circulated to Visit Wales the TIC
network and business within & around in
the National Park – so it is vital you tell us
what’s going on in your area.



Rural Vibrancy Index 
What on earth is Rural Vibrancy?  That’s a difficult question to answer in some ways
but actually we all notice when we visit a community where everything is buzzing,
events and festivals are common with good facilities and opportunities.  What we
discovered early on in the Rural Alliances project was that vibrancy is a perception
not a directly measurable thing.  It is about what people feel about the place they
live in.  

It seemed to us that it would be useful to try and measure this indefinite quality and so
have produced this index which is entirely dependent on local people’s views. It is not
about judging places but if we can all understand what folk think about their local
area, then we should be able to identify what needs to be worked on to make it
better.    

If you are interested in the Index have a look at www.ruralvibes.eu and get in touch
with the Rural Alliances Team for a place based code so that answers from your area
can be amalgamated.

Walking with Offa
This project is designed to help visitors to the Welsh Marches area enjoy the fabulous
walking that is available.  It is a Partnership project with 9 other organisations on both
the English & Welsh sides of the border, stretching from north coast to south coast and is
funded by LEADER Cooperation funding under the Rural Development Plan.    

Over its three year life, Walking with Offa has helped set up Walkers are Welcome
groups across the area, (including 4 in the Brecon Beacons area), has supported
walking festivals (locally Hay & Talgarth), walks booklets and volunteer groups to work
on the walks in need of attention.  In the Brecon Beacons it has enabled us to develop
the Walking section of the Destination Website www.breconbeacons.org/walking.

The first phase of this project is now drawing to a close but it is seen as having been
highly successful and Phase 2 is under development. Meanwhile the Walkers are
Welcome groups are becoming part of their local Rural Alliances and coordinating
their work that way.

Explore the 
Upper Usk Valley by foot

The Upper Usk Valley Rural Alliance have
produced a series of informative villages
guides for each of their communities,
Sennybridge, Crai, Trecastle and Defynnog.  

As well as providing the history of each
village, the guides also  suggests a walk or
walks in the immediate area and where to
eat, drink and rest. These leaflets were
launched on 30th April at the Trecastle
Community Hall where members of the
communities could find out more about
the alliance.
If you prefer to walk with others then keep
the last Sunday of every month free and
join a community walk in the Upper Usk. 

Organised by alliance member Aled
Davies from Expeditions Wales, each walk
visits a different part of the area. From
Roman Camps, hidden valleys, ancient
bridges, waterfalls, reservoirs, mystic wells,
legends and old woodlands, the Upper Usk
Valley offers some amazing landscapes
and views. These short, social walks are
aimed at all levels, with each one taking
2-3 hours. Just about enough to make you
feel as if you’ve earned that drink at the
end!  

For more information please visit
http://upperuskvalley.wordpress.com/
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Visitor Management Plan
During 2013 the NPA undertook a major project with special COLLABOR8 funding
from Interreg IVB NW E.   

This looked at how visitors use the National Park and what policies should be pursued

to manage their impacts.  The Plan is currently out to consultation until mid July and

can be accessed via www.businessinfobreconbeacons.com

In brief, the Plan proposes policies to deal with impacts by looking at:

• Site Based Interventions identifying honeypot sites to which people can be 
   attracted and places under pressure which need intensive management.

• Communications & Influence using marketing & communications to get messages
   across about responsible behaviour and gaining more for the local economy from
   visitors (especially day visitors).

• Partnership Working encouraging the major players in public, private and voluntary
   sectors to work together to a common plan, recognising that managing visitors
   should be ‘a shared endeavour between conservation, tourism and community
   interests’.

This looked at how visitors use the National 
Park and what policies should be pursued 
to manage their impacts.  The Plan is 

currently out to consultation until mid July 
and can be accessed via 

www.businessinfobreconbeacons.com

Green Tourism subsidy 
The subsidy to join the Green Tourism Business Scheme (GTBS) with subsidy is still
available for tourism businesses under the Brecon Beacons Rural Alliances project. 

The destination currently has 47 businesses who have either a Gold, Silver or Bronze

award. The fees to join GTBS are based on a business’s size therefore please visit

www.green-business.co.uk for the full listing. Please note that to take advantage of this

subsidy the BBNPA requires all members to be quality graded by Visit Wales.

For further information please contact catrin.parish-marks@beacons-npa.gov.uk
or 01874 620 490.

A Warm Welcome 
to Abergavenny

Abergavenny Railway Station has been
given a facelift with newly installed
welcome panels in the waiting room and
on the wall outside. They give a flavour of
the town and the wider National Park, and
were jointly funded by the National Park
Authority and Natural Resources Wales.

The National Park Authority Interpretation
Officer worked in partnership with
Monmouthshire County Council, Arriva
Trains Wales, Abergavenny residents and
supplier Platform One to create the panels.
The town’s map was adapted to show the
‘safe walking route’ towards the town
centre and bus station, helping journeys to
continue by public transport.
Interestingly, the supplier had been based
in the Station Master’s Flat in the 1980s, and
this had inspired a name change to
Platform One!
The panels give a warm welcome and will
encourage people to explore the area.

Tips for promoting your
event via social media

If you are posting on Twitter then you
should send a tweet to the following
accounts to promote your event:
@BBNatPark @BreconBeaconsNP  
@breconnews@BnRexpress @fyibrecon.  

You should be using the following hashtags
#breconbeacons #packedforwales 
#visitwales
On Facebook post info about your event
on the Brecon Beacons Tourism page so
we can share it – make sure you like our
page to keep up to date with events.

FYI Brecon & FYI Talgarth are websites
where you can promote your event for
free!!  Brecon.fyinetwork.co.uk or 
talgarth.fyinetwork.co.uk
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Welsh National Opera at
Craig y Nos Country Park

One hundred years ago Adelina Patti gave
her final public performance and to
celebrate this amazing soprano, the Welsh
National Opera will be giving a free open
air public performance of Adelina Pattis’
repertoire on Sunday August 24th at 6pm.  

International soprano from U.S.A Mary
Elizabeth Williams will be supported by a 20
piece Orchestra to bring Adelinas’ songs to
life. Earlier in the afternoon there will be
percussion workshops for children and
several ensembles and soloists playing in
the boat house by one of the lakes. If you
have not been to Craig y Nos Country Park 

then this will be the perfect day to go
along, enjoy the Park, see  the Adelina Patti
Exhibition and listen to some top performers
from the Welsh National Opera.

Music on the water

As the canalathon teams finish at Brecon
Canal Basin they will be greeted by six
local bands performing their sets on
staging which will be erected in the canal
basin and is being built by HMS scaffolding.  

Bands will perform from 2pm-8pm,
everyone is welcome to come along
and cheer the teams at the finish line and
also enjoy listening to the bands.
Come along and watch for free from
2pm-8pm.

Further information can be found on the
Canalathon Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/canalathon
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Reflect on Adelina Patti 
at a beautiful new exhibition 
A new exhibition has opened at Craig-y-Nos country park celebrating the life of the
great opera diva Adelina Patti. The former game larder in the park which was once
part of the larger Craig-y-Nos estate owned by Patti, has been restored especially to
house a wealth of archive material including a gramophone, pictures and a
wonderful costume recreation of one her dresses – made entirely from paper.

The exhibition is the result of a wonderful chance meeting between Bob Grainger, a
local photographer based at the country park and Tony Hibbert, who is the grandson
of Adelina’s head gardener, Constantine Hibbert. Tony’s book about his grandfather,
who loyally worked for Adelina for over 30 years, as well as his own memorabilia have
been used to form part of the exhibition and the short Welsh and English presentation
which is available. The narration is by Mair and Tony Hibbert and for maximum
authenticity, a lady of Italian and Welsh descent had been specifically chosen to read
extracts from Adelina’s letters on the soundtrack.
Adelina Patti remains one of the most famous sopranos in history, owing to the purity
and beauty of her lyrical voice. She spent her life singing on world famous stages
therefore it is entirely fitting that a local theatre set designer was called in to put the
magnificent finishing touches on the exhibition. Eleri Lloyd a graduate from the Royal
Welsh College of Music and Drama, describes the project as a real labour of love and
is especially proud of the dress, which has been painstakingly recreated from one
of the photographs of Adelina.
Open from 9.30am to 5pm, the exhibition must be seen to learn more about the
‘Nightgale of Tawe’ who is still fondly remembered in area, not only for her incredible
voice but also for her generosity to the local community. 

Llandovery Sheep Festival 
The Llandovery Sheep Festival will be five
years old this year so come and join the
celebrations taking place on the last weekend
in September. 

As well as the famous rare breeds auction, the

competitive woolsack race and the wonderful

stalls selling woollen crafts, this year’s festival will being visited

by a giant cardigan. Intrigued? Then remember to visit Llandovery… 
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Canal Legacy

The canalathon is well and truly underway
and all 50 team places have been taken
with a waiting list for any teams who drop
out. Now the communities along the canal
are busy organising events to attract team
supporters. 

One such event is being organised in
Talybont on Usk where Matti Hemmings, BMX
Flatlander and Guinness World record holder
title of most BMX Cliffhanger spins (one foot
on the handlebar) in one minute with 56 will
be appearing and demonstrating his skills.
A new leaflet aimed at children aged 7-10
years will be launched in July which will
highlight all the amazing insects, water life,
plants and trees which can be discovered at
The Pond by Llangynidr Locks. This has been
created by Year 5 & 6 at Llangynidr school.

Become a Brecon 
Beacons National Park
Ambassador 

If you are not already a Brecon Beacons
National Park Ambassador, there are plenty
of dates to become an Ambassador for the
Park. You will need to attend three training
days, Sense of Place, Park in your Heart and
Customer Care (World Host).  

This is a free course for all tourism related
businesses. Below are the dates for this
coming autumn:

Sense of Place  
24th September or 6th November 
at the National Park Visitor Centre, Libanus 
10am -4pm

Park in your Heart  
8th October  at Brecon TIC, 10am -4pm 
or 13th November at the National Park 
Visitor Centre, Libanus 10am -4pm

Customer Care (World Host)   
22nd October   at Brecon TIC, 10am -4pm 
or 25th November at the National Park Visitor
Centre, Libanus 10am -4pm

Please contact Carol Williams 
if you are interested in attending
carol.williams@beacons-npa.gov.uk

Talybont on Usk a very real experience 
Latest work produced from the Talybont on Usk Rural Alliances is the new map
and guide which has followed on the same design but with a different look as the
Llangorse & Bwlch map and guide.

It contains a useful map of Talybont village and the area with walks such as the Henry

Vaughan walk highlighted. A comprehensive listing of accommodation, pubs and

eateries, local produce and crafts. It has been very well received by businesses and

visitors, copies can be picked up from Talybont stores canalside café and post office.

If you would like more information or would like to join this alliance contact Nigel
Forster – nigel@creativephotographywales.com. Take a look at their website:
www.talybontonusk.com

Abergavenny
Abergavenny Rural Alliances have completed their action plan and strategy and
have decided that they would like to concentrate their efforts in developing a PR
strategy with the overall aims:

•  Increased ,higher quality, co-ordinated promotions about Abergavenny 
    and the surrounding area to a wider audience
•  Development of core USP messages about the area
•  Bring together all partners to use similar messages
•  Drive more traffic to Visit Abergavenny and all tourism businesses websites

Elin Rees who is a PR consultant will start working in June with the Alliance.

Take a look at Abergavenny and District Tourism Association new website 
www.visitabergavenny.co.uk

Talgarth Rural Alliance
A new website for Talgarth as a destination is being designed and will be managed
by Talgarth Tourist Information and resource centre. 

If you would like further information about how you or your business can feature on

the site contact www.visittalgarth.co.uk A constitution for Talgarth Rural Alliances

is also being developed. New signs are also on the cards for the Town, these were

identified in the signage rationalisation study for Talgarth.
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Hello and goodbye...

Things seem to have happened all at once
and we have had to say goodbye to a
series of people recently.

Annie Lawrie  
Annie has left us to work with the New
Forest National Park Authority as
sustainable visitor transport officer. She has
been a major influence on our work here
with the Taxi driver training and use of
videos to promote the use of public
transport being just two of the highlights.
We wish her and her family all the best for
the future.

Punch Maughan   
Most people know that Punch has left BBT
after 9 years of intensive effort to set the
organisation up and make it the force that
it is in driving forward tourism at the
destination level.  Indeed the award of
destination status was to a major degree
due to her efforts.  We all have much to
thank Punch for.

Laura Thomas     
Again people will know that Laura has left
the National Park Authority to take on the
Executive Director role at BBT.  She has
become well known through the Rural
Alliances project and we all look forward
to working with her in her new role.

Patricia Doree     
Patricia, for the last x years has worked as
the Information Officer at the National
Park and more recently has worked on
the “Walking with Offa” project which
included supporting and developing new
Walkers are Welcome groups in Talgarth,
Hay on Wye & Crickhowell. Patricia leaves
to pursue new opportunities, which we
wish her all the very best. 

Gary Evans    
Gary took up the Chair’s role for
Brecon Beacons Sustainable Destination
Partnership 3 years ago.  He has brought
his analytic business skills to the role and
has helped us develop the Partnership
structures into a more cohesive and
effective model.  He goes with all our
thanks and a new Chair is currently being
recruited. 

Crickhowell
Storming ahead with an action packed Walking festival in March and introducing a
new initiative of a torch light procession down Table Mountain proved extremely
popular with over 70 adults and children. 

Earlier in the afternoon the children were invited to make their own lanterns to use

in the procession as part of a workshop held in Clarence hall. This idea came from

the earlier workshops held in Crickhowell to develop a sustainable action plan and

strategy. 

Totally Locally Crickhowell goes from strength to strength with a tenner trail being

offered for two weeks starting from May 23rd there were 51 special offers which just

demonstrates how many businesses are working together. Catch up with all their news 

www.totallylocallycrickhowell.co.uk
Crickhowell’s Open Studios developed a new aspect to the weekend by running an

open art competition for all artists whether amateur or professional. This attracted over

400 entries which was reduced to 104 pieces of art being exhibited in Gallery Oriel

Crickhowell from 23rd May until 21st July all exhibits are for sale. 

Crickhowell are undergoing a signage rationalisation strategy and this will be a focus

to get some new orientation and map panels in and around the town ready for

Christmas 2014. Check out www.visitcrickhowell.co.uk

Pictured: Penny Hallas with her painting Bonfire 1, awarded first prize by the judges in
the Crickhowell Open art competition.

Llangorse & Bwlch
New signage has been installed at Llangorse Lake and common which was the result
of the signage rationalisation study. It is hoped that the signage will improve the
welcome to visitors and help them to orientate themselves. 

Routes for some new walks in and around Llangorse is another focus for this Alliance
and it is hoped that the walking booklet will be available by Christmas 2014.
A successful Bwlch with Altitude Challenge took place on Monday  5th May with
eleven teams participating. The winning team were “The Deadly Duo”  from
Llangynidr. This was run in conjunction with the Talgarth walking festival. The prize of a
£100 cheque to be donated to the winners charity of choice went to Brecon
Mountain Rescue.



Contacts

Richard Tyler 
Sustainable Tourism Manager 

01874 620405
Email richard.tyler@breconbeacons.org

Carol Williams 
Tourism Growth Area Officer

01874 620478
Email carol.williams@breconbeacons.org

Catrin Parish-Marks
Sustainable Tourism Officer

01874 620490
Email catrin.parish-marks@breconbeacons.org

This newsletter is grant aided through Rural Alliances 

- Rural Alliances is a €10million transnational project, 

50% funded by the ERDF Interreg IVB North West Europe

Programme involving twelve different partners from

Wales, Ireland, France, Germany, Netherlands and 

Belgium. Co-funded by Visit Wales, Wales Assembly 

Government, TPMW, Powys County Council and the 

National Park Authority.

Brecon Beacons 
National Park Authority
Plas y Ffynnon, Cambrian Way
Brecon, Powys LD3 7HP

www.breconbeacons.org
www.visitbreconbeacons.com
www.cyclebreconbeacons.com
www.horseridingbreconbeacons.com
www.mtbbreconbeacons.com
www.businessinfobreconbeacons.com

Design: touchdown 07973 711523 
Photography : © Crown copyright (2011) Visit Wales, 
Peter Williams, Michael Cunningham, Jon Phillips.
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BikePark Wales 
BikePark Wales is the UK’s number one mountain biking destination and it is situated just to
the South of the Brecon Beacons National Park.  This new facility was opened late in the
summer of 2013 and is the jewell in the crown of South Wales’ mountain bike offering.

With trails to suit riders of all abilities from complete beginner to elite level, a family trail, bike
rental and an uplift service there really is something for everyone at BikePark Wales.  The fa-
cility is open 7 days a week, year round and entry is just £5.  Bike hire starts at £30 for the day
and use of the uplift facility for the entire day is just £30.  Coaching session run every Friday
and Saturday and are available for beginner to expert level riders.  
Also on-site is the Woodland Café with log burner and stunning views and an onsite bike
shop will keep riders rolling in case of any mechanicals.

BikePark Wales is situated directly off the A470 at Abercanaid, just South of Merthyr Tydfil.

www.bikeparkwales.com

BikePark Wales Gethin Woodland Centre, Abercanaid, Merthyr Tydfil CF48 1YZ


