
The actions of this Plan commit all of those who 
have a stake in the Park to address the climate 
crisis. This commitment requires us to reach near 
zero or zero carbon by 2039.

Alignment with the Paris Agreement, will require 
the National Park to stay within a maximum 
cumulative carbon dioxide emissions budget of 
1,557 thousand tonnes (ktCO2) for the period of 
2020 to 2100. 

 
At 2017 CO2 emission levels, this entire budget would be spent within 6 years from 
2020, so there is a need  to initiate an immediate programme of CO2 mitigation 
aligned with the defined budgeting periods to deliver annual cuts in emissions 
averaging 14% cross the National Park.

At present this carbon budget applies to CO2 emissions from the energy system only.  
Whereas we acknowledge that all Green House Gas emissions need to be reduced to 
meet climate change goals, in particular to lower methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide 
(N2O) the data to set a budget is not available at the local level. While these 
emissions need to reduce, essential food production means these emissions are not 
expected to fall to zero – necessitating a land use, land use change and forestry (LU  
LULUCF) pathway that includes CO2 sequestration sufficient to help compensate for 
non-CO2 emissions.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Why this is important

This Plan contains a range of policies aimed at 

sequestering carbon and reducing GHG emissions but 

we know that this will not be enough.  Action is 

needed in every sector at every level from individual 

citizen to national governments.  

As part of this consultation we are seeking to develop 

an action plan on carbon and GHG  reduction we are 

looking for commitments from our partners to sign up 

to this carbon budget for the people and environment 

of the National Park.

How the policy will be 

implemented

What success looks like 

The climate crisis is a serious threat to the National 

Park, local communities, biodiversity, and our 

natural and historic environment.

Our landscapes and wildlife are especially 

vulnerable and we are already beginning to see the 

impacts of the climate change in the Park. These 

effects are expected to increase.

Our National Park is not just a passive recipient of 

climate change and can be a powerful driver of 

solutions. Protecting the landscapes, wildlife and 

cultural heritage assets of our National Parks from 

the impacts of climate change and helping to 

develop adaptation responses is central to fulfilling 

our statutory purposes, as is helping others 

understand how they can help.

It is now well understood that we are facing a 

global crisis of climate change and biodiversity loss, 

and these are inter-related. Urgent action is 

needed to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions and mitigate further warming, adapt to 

the changes we are already seeing, and raise 

awareness amongst decision makers and the wider 

public of what they can do to address this 

challenge.

 

                         

How we will measure 

progress

We will report annually and transparently on the 

National Park Carbon Budget drawing on BEIS carbon 

dioxide emissions national statistics. 

We will also report on the progress of the National 

Park Authority towards becoming a zero-carbon 

organisation and on work in partnership to support 

increased carbon sequestration through LULUCF. 

We will recognise progress through evidence of 

reduction in GHG emissions and increase in carbon 

sequestration. 

Mitigation: GHG emissions (CO2 and non-CO2

emissions) will have reduced, and carbon 

sequestration by Land use, land use change and 

forestry (LULUCF) increased, in line with budget 

requirements.

Adaptation: Landscape and cultural heritage

resilience will have increased through active habitat 

creation and restoration of ecosystem health, function 

and connectivity.

Education: Our communities are carbon literate and

actively working to reduce their consumption.  Our 

visitors understand the action we and our communities 

are taking, and this resonates with them beyond their 

visits.

Research: Academic and scientific research will be

underway looking at pioneering sustainable land 

management techniques, like peatland and moorland 

restoration, sustainable woodland creation, 

regenerative farming practice, and behaviour change.

Land and greenhouse gas removals: There is a

transformation in agriculture and the use of farmland 

while maintaining the same levels of food per head 

produced today; peatlands have been restored and are 

being managed sustainably; mixed native broadleaf 

woodland will have been expanded; agricultural land 

will contribute to bioenergy production and low-

carbon farming practices have been widely adopted.
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