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Hello and welcome to the Winter 2014/15 edition of
Community Update from the Brecon Beacons National Park
Authority. We very much hope you will enjoy catching up with
y  work, news and stories from across the National Park and

wish you a healthy and prosperous 2015. If you would like to

be placed on our mailing list or contribute to future editions,
please be sure to contact the Communities Team via the A-Z of services at
the end of this newsletter .

Many thanks,

(7&4/{ 600% Chief Executive Officer, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority

LATEST NEWS... LATEST NEWS... LATEST NEWS...

Eco Travel Network wins National Award

The Eco Travel Network, a project awarded a Brecon Beacons National Park
Sustainable Development Fund grant of £25,500 in 2012, was delighted to

: v & win the category for Low Carbon Road
Transport Initiative of the Year at the Low
Carbon Vehicle Partnership Awards
presented in Milton Keynes in September
2014.

The company now has a new addition to its
hire fleet - 'Boswell' - a Boma 7 All Terrain

. Wheelchair which enables people with

- limited mobility to join family and friends on
walks in the Brecon Beacons National
® Park. The Eco Travel Network are running

“ Boswell as a | year experiment and are

Boma 7 All Terrain
Wheelchair

currently testing him to find out what he can
and can't do as well as searching out good
Boma routes in the area. They hope that they will be available for hire by
visitors or local residents by March 2015. www.ecotravelnetwork.co.uk/
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Latest News ...

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
FUND

2015 Grant
application deadlines:
e 4th March

e 10th June

Sustainable
Development
Fund Enquiries

For further
information and
advice about the
Fund please contact

either:

Helen Roderick or

Ceri Bevan on
01874 620471

or email
helen.roderick@
beacons-npa.gov.uk

ceri.bevan@beacons

-npa.gov.uk
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Sustainable Development Fund News

The Sustainable Development Fund is now accepting applications for the
2015/16 financial year. It is currently hoped that the Fund will total £175,000
and the next application deadline is 4™ March 2015. If you have any
innovative ideas for projects and would like to find out if they are eligible for

funding please get in touch with helen.roderick@beacons-npa.gov.uk

The aim of the scheme is to develop and test ways of achieving a more
sustainable way of living in a countryside of great natural beauty and diversity
in which the local characteristics of culture, wildlife, landscape, land use and
community are conserved and enhanced. We are especially interested in

projects which have a wide community benefit.

Examples of projects supported previously include Talybont on Usk Energy,
The Green Valleys CIC, Talgarth Mill, Myddfai Visitor Centre, Eco Travel
Network, Arts Alive, Llangorse Sailing Club, Llangattock Woodland Group
and Pen-Yr-Heol Chapel.

Coming soon: National Park Ambassador Schools

Working in partnership with local primary school teachers, the National
Park Authority Education team has developed new resources for teachers

to use out and about in the Park.

The new lessons are based around encouraging children and their teachers
to develop confidence in learning outdoors. The lessons are carefully
planned to meet curriculum requirements
and will support Eco schools, Healthy
schools and the participation of the John

Muir Award scheme.

Crickhowell Community Primary, Talgarth
Community Primary and Mount Street
Junior School are already up and running
with the scheme. Please view their short
film on our website www.beacons-
npa.gov.uk/learning to find out more
about the National Park Ambassador

? Schools.

Alternatively contact: Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority 01874 624437 or

enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk

keeping you in the loop
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Latest News...

Community
Marquee
Available

The Community
Marquee loan
scheme offers
groups, schools,
charities and other
nonprofit
organisations within
the National Park
the opportunity to
use the 12m x 6m
Community
Marquee at their
local events FREE
of charge.

For booking forms
please contact Ceri
Bevan on 01874
620471

Webcasts

All the Authority's
meetings are
available to view via
our webcasts

microsite.
To find out more
visit:

www.breconbeaco

ns.public-i.tv/core/
portal/home

Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau Brycheiniog

We are the first UK National Park to be officially recognised as

In August 2014 the Alzheimer’s Society officially recognised Brecon as the
first community in Wales to be ‘Working to become dementia-friendly’.

In November 2014 the National Park Authority provided members with
the implementation plan, which included staff awareness training.
Rhiannon Davies, Chair of Brecon Dementia-Friendly Community told the
Authority that the National Park was now officially recognised as
‘Working towards becoming dementia-friendly’. Rhiannon Davies

said: “This is a great achievement for everyone involved. The Brecon
Beacons National Park Authority has shown its commitment from the
very beginning, so it’s absolutely fitting that they have become one of the

first organisations in Wales to be awarded this status.”

The programme aims to improve inclusion and quality of life for people with
dementia by bringing together individuals, groups, organisations and local
businesses. The backbone of the National Park Authority’s commitment is
the drive to raise awareness and understanding about living with dementia
through Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Friends initiatives. All current and
future staff, as well as volunteers will take part in the Dementia Friends
Information sessions, run by local volunteer Dementia Friends Champions.
Once the goals are achieved the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
will act as a Champion and use its model to create a blueprint which they

will share, to support the family of UK National Parks to do the same.

For further details contact: Liz Lewis on 01874 620 426

elizabeth.lewis@beacons-npa.gov.uk

keeping
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Latest News...

The National
Park
Management

Plan

This document
coordinates and
integrates all
plans, strategies
and actions in the
National Park
that relate to the
two main
purposes and the
duty which the
National Park
Authority has
been given.

In summary these

are:

e to protect the
natural beauty

of the Park

e to help visitors
enjoy and
understand it

¢ and to foster
the wellbeing of

local people.

National Park Management Plan and State of the Park Report

Many organisations have a role to play in the delivery of the Plan which sets a
vision for the management of the Park for the next 20 years, whilst also

specifying actions which have to be completed within the next five years.

Extensive consultation was undertaken in the preparation of the current
Management Plan 2010 -2015. A review of the Plan is underway to decide
which of the existing objectives and actions should continue until 2020.

Between mid-February and mid-April 2015 we will be giving the public the
chance to tell us what they think about the proposals. The draft Management

Plan will be available to view here: http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/the-

authority/who-we-are/npmp/management-plan-review/ . Keep an eye out for it

from mid-February.

Early in 2015 we will publish the State of the Park Report 2014 which will help
us judge how we are doing against delivery of the Plan. It will be available on
our website.The State of the Park Report gives an indication of trends across
the Brecon Beacons National Park in relation to the six themes identified in the
Management Plan which stem from the two purposes and duty identified on the
left. For more information please contact the Park’s Management Plan Officer,

Matthew Scanlon on 01874 624437 or email matthew.scanlon@beacons-
npa.gov.uk.

Advanced Charter for Member Support and Development

The National Park Authority has just been awarded the Advanced Charter
for Member Support and Development for the second time. The Charter is
awarded by the Welsh Local Government Association to encourage local
authorities to provide their members with high quality induction and a
continuing development programme throughout their terms of office.

Our 24 members undergo induction as part of a 4-5 year development _plan,
which includes decision making through committees, site visits, meeting
community representatives and spending time with our staff ‘on the ground’
to develop their understanding of the work carried out across the Park.
The WLGA stated that they “commend you on both the quality of the
submission and the practice that it represents, you are clearly a beacon of good
practice in Wales.”

Thanks to all the staff who helped with member development!

keeping you in the loop
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Tell us what you
think is good about
the community you
live in ... and what
you feel could be
improved.

Visit www.ruralvibes.eu/

and have your say by
spending five minutes
completing the survey.

The survey will be
available online until the
29th May 2015.

This project is being led
by the Brecon Beacons

National Park Authority
with 12 partners across
North West Europe.

Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau Brycheiniog

Hay Ho bus service—a new community transport initiative.

Rural Alliances is a € million project, encouraging businesses to work with
their local community to develop rural vibrancy. It is funded by the EU’s
Interreg IVB NWE Programme and Welsh Government’s Targeted Match
Fund.

The power of the Rural Alliances movement is exemplified in the
community transport initiative to provide a bus between Hereford and the
book town of Hay-on-Wye. Local Authority budget cuts meant a
reduction in rural transport services. However, a partnership was then set
up between Hay’s Chamber of Trade, the Hay Tourism Group, Rail
Herefordshire and Herefordshire Ramblers who were able to raise money

from donations to keep the bus service going.

The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority with financial support from
the Rural Alliances have commissioned a study to show how a community
bus service could be started, financed and operated.

A fare will be charged but the initial donations were key to keeping this
important tourism and local service in operation, a true partnership

between the rural community and local businesses.

The bus service is in fact an improvement on the original one with the bus
synchronising its arrivals and departures with train services in Hereford.
The project has not gone unnoticed by neighbouring communities who are
already in discussions about following this community led approach to

public transport cuts.

For further information contact Andrew Williams, Sustainable Tourism

Officer on 01874 620476 or email andrew.williams@beacons-npa.gov.uk

the
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Latest news...

Recruitment for
2015/16 trainee
placements will
take place in
May/ June 2015

Please look out for
programme open
days and check our
website for details
of how to apply.

Need a meeting
room ?

We have the follow-

ing available for hire:

Conference room

with PA system/web
casting. Seats up to

36 people.

Video Conference
Room

seats|2

Infrared hearing loop/
radio microphones
IT training room
seats 8

Catering available

For details contact
01874 624437 or
check http://
www.beacons-

npa.gov.uk/the-

authority/hire-a-room

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
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Trainee Wardens tackle conservation
in the Brecon Beacons National Park

In 2014 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded funding to the Brecon Beacons
National Park Authority to provide |12 salaried conservation traineeships

over the next three years.

A grant of £908,500 was awarded by the Heritage Lottery Fund ‘Skills for
the Future’ towards the ‘Skills in Action’ partnership which includes the
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, Pembrokeshire Coast National

Park Authority and Torfaen County Borough Council.

The project supports |2 salaried traineeships each year over the next three
years, providing individuals with hands-on work based experience in
conservation and estate management along with the attainment of a Level 2

City and Guilds qualification in conservation management.

Our first trainees started in September 2014 and have already experienced a
wide range of conservation work supervised by existing warden/ranger
teams. This has been strengthened by their one day a week college

placement at Usk Campus, Coleg Gwent.

In addition to practical work, a busy training schedule has seen all the
trainees already successfully complete health and safety courses, REC First
Aid course and training for licences to use the special tools of their trade.
January and February sees further training
including for using chainsaws, pesticides,
trailer towing and ‘Hill and Moorland’

walking leader courses.

In September, the trainees worked
alongside supervising wardens and National
Park Archaeologist Natalie Ward, to clear
the extensive gorse growth on Pen y crug,
the site of a former Iron Age hill fort just

outside Brecon. The prickly gorse was cut

and bagged (no mean feat!) and later
transported to St Fagans National History Museum, where it has since been

used to thatch the underside of an Iron Age Roundhouse.

keeping you in the loop
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Community Support

Supplementary
Planning Guidance

We have recently been
consulting on this
guidance which is
designed to assist in
interpreting planning
policy when you are
thinking of applying for
planning permission.

They indicate what you
may need to consider
when deciding your
plans — be it a new
house, farm

enterprise or a new
business. For details

consult our web page:

http://www.beacons-

npa.gov.uk/planning/

draft-strategy-and-

policy/supplementary-

planning-guidance/

Planning Surgery
For advice on
householder
developments and
general enquiries.
Every Wednesday
from 9.30am with last
appointment | |.30am
at the National Park
Offices, Brecon.
Appointments are
available in 30 minute
slots and must be
booked in advance.
Please call 01874
620431

dreftadaeth y loteri
heritage lottery fund

fw

Dyfi bSprey Project

Heritage Lottery Fund — a lasting difference for

heritage and people
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery

Fund gives grants to sustain and transform our heritage. From museums,
parks and historic places to archaeology, the natural environment and
cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.

The Heritage Lottery Fund’s Strategic Framework (2013-2018) clearly
sets out that we want to encourage more fundable projects that deliver
outcomes for the UK’s natural heritage. VWe want to do more to
encourage strong applications from the natural heritage sector.

We offer a number of funding programmes with grants starting from
£3,000. Our website www.hlf.org.uk contains all the details of our

programmes, funded projects and useful guidance. We hold grants
surgeries and workshops across Wales, offering you the opportunity to
discuss your project ideas. To keep up to date with our funded projects
follow us on twitter @HLFCymru

Fair Play Funding Benefits Young People

The Fair Play project provided funding to pay for
transport for community groups and schools from
disadvantaged areas to participate in one of our
education courses or activities within the National [
Park. 13 community groups and 12 schools
participated with over 400 pupils visiting the Park
who might not have had the opportunity due to
the cost. Carol Freeman, Blaendulais Rainbows
and Brownies said: “It was thoroughly enjoyed

by all. We can't wait until the spring to come back
and visit again. The children gained so much from
the visit ."

keeping you in the loop
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Countryside

Woater Voles return
to Llangorse Lake

A Cardiff University
student has been trialling

methods of surveying
water voles at Llangorse
lake. The last recordings

were in the late 1990s.

A reintroduction
programme (led by the
Environment Agency
Wales in 2008-2010)
carried out three
separate releases of

captive bred water voles.

Regular findings of
evidence of water voles
help to form a picture of
how the released water

voles are doing.

To see some footage of
water voles at Llangasty
follow this You Tube
link: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wwtidCNQPe8

Heather Condition Monitoring on Hatterrall Hill

Hatterrall Hill provided the perfect October venue for a training day in
heathland condition monitoring for the National Park’s team of Heritage
Lottery Fund Trainee Wardens and its Black Mountains and Eastern
Central Beacons Volunteers. Volunteers make an essential contribution to
the running of the National Park and the training day contributed to
ongoing work by the Ecology team to assess the health of the hill’s
important heathland habitat.

Habitat monitoring is an
important tool for assessing the
i condition of a habitat; helping us
| determine changes in plant
communities (good and bad) and
i thus helping inform how we

| manage a site. The Hatterall

i Ridge is part of the vast Black

I Mountains Site of Special

Scientific Interest (SSSI), an
extensive area of upland moorland and associated habitats. The moorland
contains a mosaic of upland heathland plants dominated by heather,
bilberry together with crowberry — which were the focus of the day’s

monitoring efforts.

The heather moorland is part of a special landscape, shaped through
ongoing traditional management by generations of Commoners.

Livestock grazing, together with practices such as heather burning, have
helped sustain the mosaic of characteristic upland plants and

support the species which depend upon them. The Red Grouse and the
Silurian Moth are just two of the National Park’s key upland species which
rely on a mosaic of heather and bilberry, of different ages and structures,

to provide food and shelter.

Silurian Moth

keeping you |
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Volunteering

Introducing Jackie Thomas —Volunteer Development Officer

Making better Welcome to Jackie Thomas, our new Volunteer

paths Development Officer. She is keen to hear from those of

you interested in the opportunities described below if you
We are working on . - .
) i j are able to commit to a minimum of 10 days a year. If this
improving access in the . . )
) sounds like you please contact Jackie and she will try to find
following areas:
a placement for you. Please contact her on 01874 62045

*Waterfalls or jacqueline.thomas@beacons-npa.gov.uk

sLlangattock Volunteers play a vital role in the running of the National Park. Over the last

Beechwoods year ten thousand hours were contributed to the maintenance and

eBeacons Way— Craig  improvement of the area by a wide range of volunteers, going out in all

Cerrig Gleisiad weather conditions. We owe these people a huge thank you.
sLlanthony Valley People volunteer for a wide range of reasons: to enjoy being outdoors; to
«Hay Bluff meet up with others; become part of a team; to gain experience for their CV;

) to learn new skills; to pass the time in a useful manner; to contribute to the
Various works are ) ] ) o
. . local community; to escape from friends/family or because it just makes them
being carried out over

. . feel good. While much of the volunteer activity is practical outdoor work,-
the winter period

. L and we are always keen to find new fit people to help out -there are also
including airlifts.

opportunities being developed for those of you who might be less active or
who don’t like getting wet. If you have an interest in history, heritage or the

local environment we may have something for you.

New Volunteer Group for the Eastern Central Beacons

speadli On the 27" September we ran an induction day
Rights of Way for a newly formed volunteer group within the
Issues Eastern Central Beacons. The group is a sister
You can report any group to the Black Mountains Volunteers who
issues regarding our have now been operating for the last two years.

rights of way such
as damage to
footpaths, stiles or

The main duties of the group is to help maintain

the upland footpaths in the area. The volunteers

fingerposts to our will also help in recording anti social behaviour.
Rights of Way The volunteers will under take training in first aid,
Officer Eifion Jones navigation, heather monitoring and burning. As
eifion.jones@ with the Black Mountains group, the volunteers
beacons-npa.gov.uk will be trained to the point where they can follow
or call a work programme largely independent from the
01874 620452 National Park Authority.

For more information contact Jason Rees on
01874 620484

jason.rees@beacons-npa.gov.uk

keeping you in the loop
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Activities and Events

National Park
Visitor Centre

Libanus, Nr Brecon
LD3 8ER

e Information

e Tea Rooms and
Restaurant

« Gift shop

e Toilets

e Room Hire

» Weddings

Tel: 01874 623366

npvc(@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

Craig y nos
Country Park

Pen-y-cae, Swansea

Valley SA9 IGL
e Changing Seasons
Tea Rooms and
Restaurant
Tel: 01639 731498
e Disabled toilet with
baby changing
facility open 24hrs
e Room hire.

Tel: 01874 624437
Email:
enquiries@beacons-

npa.gov.uk

For an extended list of activities and events in the National Park

please visit : www.breconbeacons.org/events

Arts and Crafts Fayre National Park Visitor Centre, Libanus

Sat 14th Feb 2015 - Sun 22nd Mar 2015

Free entry. A wide selection of arts and crafts for sale throughout the
school half term. Many are made locally and all are individually hand-made.

Car parking charges apply.

Crickhowell Walking Festival 28th February — 8th March
http://www.crickhowellfestival.com/ or contact: Crickhowell Resource &
Information Centre (CRiC) Telephone 01873 811970

Email cewf@visitcrickhowell.co.uk

Solar Eclipse viewing event. National Park Visitor Centre

Fri 20th March. Morning event £8

The morning of 20th March 2015 will see the first solar eclipse visible in
the mainland UK since 201 |.The Brecon Beacons National Park will be
holding a public observing session in association with the Brecon Beacons
Observatory and the University of South Wales.

About Dark Skies Wales - Stargazing evening for British Science
Week. National Park Visitor Centre

Saturday 21st March 19:30 - 23:00 £12

With experts from Dark Sky Wales, telescopes and a portable planetarium.
Visit http://www.breconbeacons.org/events or call 01874 623366 for more
details of either these events and to book tickets. Early booking advised.

Talgarth Walking Festival |st — 4th May
http://www.talgarthwalkingfestival.org/
or email info@talgarthwalkingfestival.org

Cotswold Tent Show and Activity weekend

National Park Visitor Centre 2nd -4th May Free

Tent show plus fun activities for the children. Walks and trails available to
keep the whole family entertained.

Fforest Fawr Geopark Festival 23rd May-7th June

Watch out for the programme of walks, talks and other events which will
be appearing soon. Stay up to date by visiting
www.fforestfawrgeopark.org.uk A standout event will be a family activity
day at Craig-y-nos Country Park on Wednesday 27* May, building on

last year’s very enjoyable day attended by well over 1000 people.

Our Visitor Centre and Country Park are open every day of the year except Christmas Day. Free

entry but parking charges apply. If you are a regular visitor you could save money on a season ticket.

the
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Your Authority A-Z

Your helpful guide to contacting the Authority for information or services

Service or Team Lead Contact / Officer/s Contact Details Telephone

General Enquiries Reception enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 624437

National Park Authority
Headquarters, Brecon

National Park Visitor Centre, Information Officers npvc@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 623366

Libanus “The Mountain

Centre’

Craig y nos Country Park Reception enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 624437

Pen-y-Cae

Chief Executive Officer John Cook jean.packer@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 620469

Community Development &  Ceri Bevan / Helen Roderick / communities@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 624437

Sustainability Francesca Bell

Democratic & Office Julia Gruffydd julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 620400

Services

Director of Countryside & Julian Atkins anne.wilkinson@beacons- 01874 620456

Land Management npa.gov.uk

Director of Planning Christopher Morgan danielle.french@beacons-npa- 01874 620428
gov.uk

Ecology Brad Welch bradley.welch@beacons- 01874 62041 |
npa.gov.uk

Education,Interpretation and  Reception enquiries@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 624437

Information

Fforest Fawr Geopark Alan Bowring alan.bowring@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 620415

Finance Elaine Standen elaine.standen@beacons- 01874 620467
npa.gov.uk

Heritage Natalie Ward natalie.ward@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 620431

Rosie Burton rosie.burton@beacons-npa.gov.uk 01874 62043 |
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Your Authority A-Z

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol Bannau Brycheiniog

Your helpful guide to contacting the Authority for information or services

Service or Team

Human Resources

Information Technology

Management Plan

Planning Enforcement Team

Planning Services
Administration

Planning Strategy & Policy
Team

Press and Marketing

Rights of Way

Volunteering

Warden Service

Lead Contact / Officer/s

Richard Mears

Paul Funnell

Matt Scanlon

Annabelle Richards/ Kathy Jenkins

Jane Pashley

Helen Fry

Samantha Sinclair/ Jo Maurice

Eifion Jones

Jackie Thomas

Judith Harvey

Stay Up to Date

Contact Details

richard.mears@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

paul.funnell@beacons-npa.gov.uk

matthew.scanlon@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

enforcement(@beacons-npa.gov.uk

planning.enquiries@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

helen.fry@beacons-npa.gov.uk

communications@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

eifion.jones@beacons-npa.gov.uk

jacqueline.thomas@beacons-
npa.gov.uk

judith.harvey(@beacons-npa.gov.uk

Telephone

Number
01874 620425

01874 620459

01874 620465

01874 620416

01874 620422

01874 620429

01874 620420

01874 620452

01874 620451

07854997510

There are now even more ways to keep up to speed with all the latest news and information from the

National Park Authority you can

Keep up to date with our tweets at @BreconBeaconsNP
Or our Wardens Team at @BBParkVWarden

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/breconbeaconsnationalpark

See our Youtube Channel Videos

http://www.youtube.com/user/ BreconBeaconsNPA

View The Brecon Beacons Flicker Photo group

http://www.flickr.com/sroups/breconbeaconspark/

keeping

you |
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